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Special points of 

interest: 

1.2.2021 Tech Training 

W Stronghold 

1.3.2021 K9 Training 

Charleston Bridge 

1.4.2021 Search for 

Alzheimer Subject 

1.7.2021 Training and 

Meeting SEACOM 

2021 

1.9 to 1.12.2021 Trail-

ing Seminar GAK9 

1.11.2021 Search for 

Autistic Female  

1.16.2021 Equipment 

Inspection and Re-pack 

1.17.2021 K9 Training 

Charleston and Co-

chise College 

1.24.2021 K9 Training 

and Recovery 

1.26.2021 Rescue Mis-

sion Montezuma 

 

 

 

 We began the new year with some awesome technical rescue 

training. Primarily we worked on personal skills such as rappel 

and ascending, as well as switching from rappel to ascend. Each 

member had to work the different approved rappel devises, to 

include working various ascending devises. The day was perfect 

for this training,  
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“A team is a re-

flection of its 

leadership.“ 
 

 

Unknown 



After the December K-9 training 

break, we jumped right into the new 

year. We worked on specific training 

aspects such as cross trails, turns and 

starts. Tom laid a straight trail just 

west of the trail, and Doug crossed the 

trail about 1/2 later. Rockie did quite 

well not looking into the direction of 

the cross trail.  

Rick set  up a road crossing scenario 

for Bruce, Crossing Charleston Rd and 

then having to work the cat claw and 
brush to trail him.  Trail setter blue, 

Bruce purple.  By the time Denise and 

Bruce ran the trail it was about two 

hours old and quite contaminated, to 

include all the vehicle traffic on 

Charleston Rd. Denise was able to 

determine from Bruce’s body language 

he was after a fresher trail and he was 

able to work back to the trail. It is all 

about reading the dog and being able to 

determine if he is on or off the trail. 

Bruce was trying to take the scent on 

the wind, but Denise did not go for it. 

This was a super training trail.  

Always ask yourself “What have I failed 

today?” See this as a learning tool. Did I 

pay attention to the dog? Did I watch 

for footprints instead of my dog? What 

have I missed? Did I cue the dog? Did I 

rush the start? Did I influence the dog 

by my body movement? Did I run my 

mouth too much, because I thought I 

knew were the trail was? Did I call the 

dog offodor, even though he was work-

ing the odor? This list can go on and 

on, and is quite unique to every training 

we conduct. Only by paying special 

attention can we become better and 

our dogs become more and more relia-

ble. We have to fail in order to learn.  

K-Oz found the source of his search 
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Problem. So did Justin and Alto. It is amaz-

ing what 

these dogs 

can do. And 

I have to 

give kudos 

to all the 
handlers 

and our 

support 

personnel 

for their 

dedication 

to the 

cause. We 

could not 

do this 

without our trail setters, and other volun-

teers trying to help us out.   

 

K-9 training 1.3.2021 



 

 

 

 

  

The team was activated for this search 

around 1900 hours. The call was for 

and 70+ female had walked away from 

home with a small dog. The female was 

not dressed for the temperatures.  

Deputies initially started looking for her 

with negative results. They also asked 

for Border Patrol assistance and then 

SAR assistance. One of our search K-9s, 

Sophie, with her handler Deuce, made it 

to the location first. The team was de-

ployed together with BP. From the 

home, Sophie trailed the subject down 

the road, when she made a sharp right 

turn into the field toward the subject of 

our search. BP assisted the female out 

of the field to one of our SAR volun-

teer’s vehicle, who brought her back to 

the residence, where she was checked 

by one of our SAR EMTs. She definitely 

was not dressed to be out and about.  

This was a team effort and everyone 

worked together for a common goal—

finding the missing person.  

1.4.2021 ALZHEIMER SEARCH 
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“Be a yard-

stick of quality. 

Some people 

aren’t used to 

an environ-

ment where 

excellence is 

expected.” 

1.7.2021 TRAINING AND MEETING 

Our training and meeting began around 1800 hours. Eric went 

over some new knots we need to learn for MRA. One of the 

knots demonstrated was the Yosemite Bowline. This knot does 

not require a safety. The regular bowline we normally utilize does 

require a safety.  
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1.9 TO 1.12.2021  TRAILING SEMINAR 

For four days five handlers attended a trailing 

seminar through Georgia K9. These were four 

intense training days filled with lots of learning 

and guidance in continued training. We 

worked rural areas from the West Stronghold 

to Paloma, Paloma/Palominas, Hereford ,and 

urban beginning trailing from the industrial 

park to Walmart, Lowe’s and the Home De-

pot area.   
Bruce with handler Denise received his Level 

2 certification, and Sophie with handler Eric 

and Franzi with handler Ursula received their 

Level 1 certifications in the rural environment. 

These certs are run double blind putting a lot 

of stress on the handler.  We really appreciate 

out trail setters for staying out for hours to 

create the scent pool  the dog has to work 

through. Bruce had to work through some 

really fresh 

deer dis-

tractions. 

Denise 

recognized 

that and 

was able to 

redirect him 

back onto 

the trail. 

Congratula-

tions! 

 
Sophie 

worked a 

one hour 

old trail for her certification. Had to circle the 

start initially, but then went right onto the 

trail. 

Blue 

line is 

trail 

let-

ter, 

red is 

So-

phie.  

   

 
2.2.2021 Training and Meet-

ing SEACOM and ZOOM 

1800 

 
2.6.2021 Helso Prep 

Charleston Bridge 0900 

 

2.7.2021 K-9 TBA 

 
2.13-2021 Helo Requals In-

gress/Egress E Stronghold 

 
2.14.2021 K-9 Urban SV/

Field 

 
2.20.2021 Tech Rescue W 

Stronghold Low Angle 0900 

 

2.21.2021 K-9 Urban/Field 

 

2.28.2021 K9 Tng Misty Ray 

February 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       



 

40th Anniversary  
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3.4.2021 Training and Meeting 

SEACOM and ZOOM 1800 

 
3.6.2021 Technical Rescue 

Training Low Angle Tech-

niques W Stronghold 0900 

 
3.7.2021 K-9 Tng Field / Urban 

SV 

 
3.12 to 3.14.2021 Overnighter 

E Stronghold  including the 

Christmas Gift Exchange 
Mounted stokes training / 

Search Scenario with patient 

packaging  

 
3.21.2020 K-9 Tng Field / Ur-

ban SV 

 

3.28.2021 K-9 Tng Fairbanks 

 

 

4.1.2021 Training and Meet-

ing SEACOM and ZOOM 

1800 

 
4.3.2020 Technical Rescue 

Training Carr Canyon Flag-

pole 0900 

 

4.4.2021 K-9 Tng TBA 

 

4.11.2021 K-9 Tng TBA 

 
4.17.2021 Mock Search all 

hands on W Stronghold 0900 

or TBD 

 
4.22.2021 Swiftwater Class-

room SEACOM 1730 

 
4.24.2021 Swiftwater Salt 

River O’dark 30 

 

4.25.2021 K-9 Tng TBA 

 

March 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
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TRAILING SEMINAR CONTINUED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bruce is working a urban trailing problem, 

here he is working on the subject’s  “step 

off” crossing the road.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
During this seminar we concentrated on 

the urban search. Urban trailing is defi-

nitely different than rural. Each trail run 

was critiqued by Jeff, he pointed out the 

good, the bad, and the ugly. He helped us 

work through some problems and gave us 

ideas on how to tackle them. Being pa-

tient is the denominator affecting us all. It 

for sure was of great help to see how Jeff 

set up these short urban scenarios, allow-

ing the dog to get used to distractions and 

still going for the subject they were scent-

ed on.  

 
Sophie also worked several urban prob-

lems. Here she started out in the field and 

had to work a road crossing, some other 

hard surface and then located the subject.  

 
A huge thank you to all our trail setters, 

Rick, Tom, Kalin, Richard and Jim, as well 

as Jay. We could not have accomplished 

this training without you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tail gate training. Jeff never let an op-

portunity pass to give specific training 

details and what we can do to im-

prove. He indicated none of the dogs 

could have done what they accom-

plished this time, the  last time he was 

here. We keep on building.  
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1.21.2021 LOST HIKERs E STRONGHOLD 

1.23.2021 Rescue W Stronghold 

 

 

This was again great teamwork between 

SAR and AZ DPS Ranger,  A male subject 

called 9-1-1 and advised he and his friend 

were hiking the nature loop trail and 

missed the turn and were lost. Further it 

got dark on them and they did not have 

any light source. The caller further said his 

friend continued to hiking and he was not 

aware of his current location. The SAR 

team was paged out as well as AZ DPS Air 

Rescue. DPS Ranger located the subjects, 

however was unable to find a landing zone 

or location for a hover engress. The 

ground team was deployed and located the 

two from the coordinates of the “FIND 

ME” link. They were evaluated, given wa-

ter, warmed up and hiked back to their 

vehicle.  
The hikers were approximately 3.7 miles 

from the trailhead./parking area. Normally 

folks getting lost on the loop trail end up in 

the West Stronghold.  

On Saturday at 1420 hours, SAR was acti-

vated for an injured 65 year old male 

horseback rider in the West Stronghold, 

Dragoon Mountains. Tombstone Fire, HCI 

Medics and AZPDS Tucson Ranger re-

sponded to assist.  

 
Tucson Ranger arrived, located the subject 

and was able to find a place close to land. 

The flew to the command post, dropped 

off gear, picked up a SAR deputy paramed-

ic, and SAR EMT and flew back to the 

subject. He was assessed for broken shoul-

der, then flown back to the command post 

and turned over to HCI for transport to 

the hospital.  

 

SUPER JOB BY EVERYONE!! 

 

“The people who are 

crazy enough to think 

they can change the 

world are the ones who 

do.” 



January 2021               

 

 

 

 

 

1.24.2021 RECOVERY MISSION 

.On Sunday at approximately 1130 

hours. SAR was activated to assist in 

the recovery of human remains in the 

rugged Peloncillo Mountains East of 

Douglas.  

 
Hunters located the remains, marked 

them, noted the GPS Coordinates 

and once back in cell phone coverage 

contacted a CCSO sergeant, who 

called SAR.  

 
CCSO detectives and US Border Pa-

trol responded to the area. The re-

mains were approximately 1.5 miles 

east of Geronimo Trail Road and one 

mile from the New Mexico State line.  

 
Once the scene was processed by 

detectives, the remains were carried 

out to the road and turned over to a 

mortuary for transport to the medical 

examiner’s office.  

 
The investigations is on going and 

conducted by the Sheriff’s Office.  
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1.26.2021 RESCUE MISSION MONTEZUMA 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

.  
On Tuesday January 26th at ap-

proximately 1200 hours, SAR was 

activated for a hypothermic Arizo-

na Trail  hiker in the Huachuca 

Mountains. The 32 year old male 

hiker had started from the Monte-

zuma Pass on Monday, and made it 

approximately three miles up the 

trail and set up camp. 

 
Tuesday during blizzard conditions, 

he called family reporting his tent 

had collapsed and his boots were 

frozen.  

 
SAR responded to Montezuma 

Pass, where two teams began the 

dangerous hike toward the sub-

ject’s location. The trail was barely 

visible, due to the snow level. The 

teams at times were up to their 

waist in snow, making forward 

movement extremely difficult. Fur-

ther the horrendous winds also 

made the hiking rather dangerous.  

 
At approximately 1640 hours, the 

clouds cleared, the winds died 

down, but the teams were still 

over two miles from the subject.   

 
AZDPS Tucson Ranger was re-

quested to see if they could get to 

the subject’s location and rescue 

him. As they approached the loca-

tion the aircraft suffered a mechan-

ical problem and had to depart the 

area to the Sierra Vista Airport 

 
Subsequently, request went out to 

the US Air Force 943rd Rescue 

Squadron and US Customs Air and 

Marine, both located at Davis 

Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson 

for a hoist equipped helicopter to 

rescue the subject and SAR per-

sonnel 

 
While authorization was in process 

for the Air Force, the CBP Black-

hawk completed maintenance and 

launched to the scene. .Once on 

scene the subject was hoisted and 

flown to Montezuma Pass, were 

SAR medical personnel began 

warming the subject. .The Black-

hawk returned to the top of the 

mountains and recovered the re-

maining SAR personnel. 

 
The CBP Blackhawk then loaded 

the subject back into the helicop-

ter and flew him to Canyon Vista 

Medical Center for further treat-

ment.  

 
This was an outstanding job by our 

SAR volunteers, who put their 

own lives on the line to save a life. 

This dedication to the cause goes 

far and beyond anything we are 

accustomed to.  

 
Also, a big thank you to AZDPS 

Air Rescue and the US Customs 

Air and Marine Unit for getting 

everyone out safe.  

 
The subject would not have made 

it through the night and could not 

have walked the three plus miles 

out to the Montezuma Pass.  
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RESCUE CONTINUED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

.  

 

During the mission we conversed with the 

PR, the subject’s brother, keeping him and 

the parents informed of what was going on. 

He texted us ‘YOU  GUYS ARE AMAZ-

ING. I CAN’T EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE 

FOR SAVING MY BROTHER!” 

 
The sister gave us an update the following 

day. Stating he was doing really well. He is 

so thankful to be alive. He has some frost-

bite on his toes and was hypothermic, He 

has warmed up and is in good spirits.  

 
Our volunteers really did an outstanding 

job on this rescue. Even though it was hard, 

dangerous, and the weather was ungrateful. 

They do this so others may live.  

 
WHEN IT COMES TO SAVING LIVES—

ONLY THE BEST WILL DO—COCHISE 

COUNTY SAR, THAT’S WHO! 

.  

 

 

We cannot accomplish all that we 

need to do without working to-

gether.  

 

Bill Richardson 

 


